ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at

Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 10" November 2025.

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Maria Fielding (MF), Jon Gilley (JG), Mandi Graves (MG),
Nuala Hampshire (NH), Candida Lewis (CL) Crispin Salimbeni (CS), Amanda Saunders (AS), Simon
Stokes (SS) (Chair) and Brad Williams (BW).

Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), MSDC Cllr Richard Bates (RB), MSDC Cllr Malcolm Avery
(MA), WSCC Cllr Pete Bradbury (PB).

Meeting Started at 7.30pm.

1.

To receive apologies for absence. Chris East (CE), Heinrich Schmidt (HS)

2. Public Session. 8 MoP’s attended.

2.1

2.2

2.3

3 MoP’s requested an update on the Orchard. The chair advised that it had proved more
complicated than first thought and was being investigated. It was asked by the MoPs as to
why it wasn’t on the agenda. The clerk advised that the last correspondence with them was
asking if they had contacted the residents of Stonecourt Manor and if so, to supply written
evidence that they had no objections to the proposal as this was a condition of it being
considered by council and that the clerk had yet to hear back. However, she had received
correspondence from the residents on the back of the Common Interest’s piece but this was
too late to be added to the agenda. The clerk advised that she would respond this week via
email.

2 MoP’s attended to discuss planning application DM/25/2218 and stated their objections to
the application.

2 MoP’s addressed council on their concerns over the state of the common resulting from the
Veteran Car run. Cars drove across it, becoming stuck and needed removing and this has left
the common in a mess. The clerk supplied her details to the MoP’s and will liaise with them
in the week to discuss their concerns.

To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None noted.

To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13" October 2025. The minutes
were agreed by full council and signed by the Chair.

To receive updates from District and County Councillors.
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MA noted the meeting held on 16" October in which the Cuckstye planning application was
rejected, however said we need to assume they will appeal. He also mentioned the letter
from the planning inspectorate with the comeback of the District Plan and will likely be
moving to the next stage.

RB noted the scrutiny meeting being held on 26" November.

MA also noted the bin roll out had begun.

PB - WSCC budget currently in progress. Also noted devolution and that WSCC first choice
would be a single unitary with a second proposal of splitting into 2, however there were
concerns about how this would work.

6. CGR -update on flyers, council response and meeting with MSDC. Deadline Is 14" November
for people to get their responses it in the second round. Councillors were urged to put their
own response in. ASPC did a councillor surgery at Rocky Lane on 8" November. Flyers have
been hand delivered. Parish Council response previously circulated. Full Council agreed and
approved ASPC’s response. Clerk to action.

7. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the
meeting.

DM/25/2218 | South Meadow Cottage, | Part retrospective planning application to retain existing

Brantridge Lane, outbuilding structure and material change of use to agricultural
Staplefield, Haywards storage. Comment: Objection on the following grounds:
Heath

e asporadic building going against DP16 HWNL protecting
the landscape setting

e DP12 Protection and enhancement of the countryside
e DP26 Protecting open spaces
e visible from the footpath

e para 189Nppf gives the National Landscape the highest
status of protection

¢ planning permission for a residential garden was turned
down and we therefore request enforcement action.

DM/25/2243 | Ousedale, Brook Street, Two storey bay structure to front elevation, single storey rear
Cuckfield, Haywards extension, ridge height increase, timber cladding, render and
Heath changes to fenestration. Demolish existing conservatory. (amended

plans received 14.10.2025) Comment: No objection but a lot of
glass so request that they are sensitive to light pollution for
neighbours.

DM/25/0251 | Great Bentley Plantation | Variation of conditions 2 and 5 of planning application DM/23/3218

Borde Hill Lane - to allow for design changes. (Amended plans and information
Haywards Heath West received 07/10/2025, 21/10/2025 and 28/10/2025).
Sussex

Comment: No Comment
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DM/25/2064 | Stable Block, Borde Hill Variation of condition 2 of planning application DM/23/3210 - to

Garden, Borde Hill Lane, allow amendments to the plant room (Amended plan received 17
Haywards Heath October 2025). Comment: No Comment

DM/25/2744 Thickets, Deaks Lane, First Floor Side Extension and Dormer Window to Rear Roof Slope.

Ansty, Haywards Heath L
Comment: No Objections.

8. Cuckstye - Cllr Stokes updated council that the Cuckfield Society are already preparing for the

next round as the expectation is that Fairfax will appeal.

9. Staplefield.

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

Common Ownership — Administration rights Staplefield Common. Update. — The Clerk
updated council that despite MSDC advising us that they still retain management rights over
the common, CS was able to produce legal documents from a previous investigation that
state very clearly, ASPC have full rights over the common and therefore do not need to
consult with MSDC.

Pavilion —update on refurbishment. The Clerk advised that she has now engaged with
several builders and quotes are starting to roll in. She has been advised by one builder it
would likely take around 6 weeks. Quotes are higher than the budget allocation from
previous years as there is a lot of compliance that needs to be sorted. This includes full
electrics, flooring, re-plumbing and external work. MF asked if a plan had been agreed, SA
advised that she had sent around numerous plans and that the final draft was sent round to
all some time ago and they were the plans that the builders were quoting on. These plans are
also on the council Sharepoint system. MF and BB stated they hadn’t received anything. The
remaining Councillors confirmed they had been sent to all councillors and that they had
received them. It was agreed by full council to allow a budget of £60000 to do the
refurbishment and BW proposed to proceed with the clerk overseeing the project, seconded
by SS. This was agreed by Council.

Playpark update — additional bench fixing payment and request for 2" bench. The Clerk
advised that the park refurb begins w/c 17" November. There is currently one bench but we
have had a request for a second. It was discussed that 2 benches are preferable and agreed
to add a second. Clerk to obtain quotes. Council also requested photos of the park before,
during and after the refurbishment.

Path and bus stop request — A parishioner contacted the clerk in August requesting a path be
put in from Rose Cottage Lane to the village as it’s very difficult to walk in, particularly when
it’s dark. They also requested a bus stop that end of the village that goes towards Haywards
Heath. The clerk has been liaising with PB who put her in touch with the relevant people at
WSCC and they are doing a site visit regarding an additional bus stop, this month. In order to
request a footpath, we need to submit a request under the community highway scheme. The
Clerk advised that in order to be considered, we would need to consult with the community
so it was agreed to put a public consultation piece on the Common Interests magazine.
Clerk to action.

Tree Work — update on work taken place and quotes. 6 trees have been removed as directed
by council. 3 quotes still need obtaining for the remaining 3. The clerk advised that
historically ASPC have done a negative tree surgery and that she would advise against this.
Although it will cost significantly more, we should obtain a full survey on all trees to cover us
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in the event of any issues. Council agreed and this will be budgeted for.

9.6 The Victory Inn/Enterprise Inns — Update on removal of items on licensed land and update
from Chris East. CE was not able to attend tonight’s meeting. The Victory Inn have agreed
that all items such as benches, oil drums and lights, would be removed on Wednesday 12"
November.

10. SIDS -request for second SIDS in Staplefield. It was agreed to look into the cost of this and
potentially adding additional ones in for other wards such as Brook Street. Clerk to action.

11.Finance.

11.1 Monthly finances - Councillors agreed the financial statement including the schedule of
payments, the receipts, bank statements and bank reconciliations. Signed off by CS and NH.

11.2 Payments approved since last meeting — Grant for The Beeches.

11.3 Budget review. The Clerk circulated the draft budget and invited anybody that would like to
understand it further to attend the next finance meeting.

12. Local Publications — To submit a ‘we wish you a merry Christmas’ piece to both and as agreed
above, the footpath consultation to the Common Interests.

13. Meetings Attended.

13.1 Sussex Nature Strategies. JG attended and updated council. There are maps on the
website where you can find places where natural recovery might take place. It was agreed to
put this on our website. Clerk to action.

13.2 WSALC/ESALC AGM -SS and SA attended. SS updated council, advising there was a
presentation from Katy Bourne, NALC Chief executive Jonathon Owen, WSCC Chief
Executive Leigh Whitehouse and a planning presentation from Steve Tilbury.

14. Winter Maintenance. The clerk has contacted the previous farmer who did this a few years
ago but has yet to receive aresponse. She has circulated it to George Morley who said he will
see if he can find somebody to take it on. MF suggested Bill Haywood and agreed to send the
Clerk contact details.

15. Meeting Dates. Meeting dates need to be agreed for next year. SSis trying to establish some
dates in Ansty and the clerk can then work the rest around these.

16. Confidential Business - Staff appraisal.
It was AGREED that pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act

1960 because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the
press leave the meeting during consideration of the following items: SS advised council that
the clerks appraisal had taken place with HS. CS was also in attendance.

17. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda. Chain fencing on Ansty
Village Green has been demolished. An update was requested on the Brook Street/Ansty land
purchases. MG asked if a solar light for the bus stops could be looked into. The Rocky Lane
residents also asked if we can investigate how they can benefit more from their precept, Clerk
to investigate. The Clerk advised that the sigh coming into Staplefield from Handcross has
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collapsed taking a speed limit sign with it. She has reported it but it’s been classed as low

priority.

18. Confirm date and place of next meeting. 8" December, Ashenground Community Centre.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting.

Ansty and Staplefield H |

Listing of transactions dated between 01/09/2025 and 31/03/2026

Voucher |Date Description Type Supplier / customer Account name Reserve Bank Account  [Net VAT Total

735 17/10/2025)October Website Payment  |Hugofox Ltd Equipment and software |General Current Acct -9.99] -2.00 -11.99
736 13/10/2025|October emails Payment  |Hugofox Ltd Equipment and software |General Current Acct -24.99|  -5.00 -29.99
737 16/10/2025|October Mobile Payment  [Plan.com Equipment and software  |General Current Acct -22.00] -4.40 -26.40
738 31/10/2025|October charges Payment Unity Trust Bank Charges General Current Acct -9.45 0.00! -9.45
739 22/10/2025|November support Payment  [WessexIT Equipment and software |General Current Acct -30.67| -6.13 -36.80
740 10/11/2025|Boundary Review flyers Payment  |Sarah Abellan Miscellaneous Payments |General Current Acct -76.03| -15.21 -91.24
741 10/11/2025|3rd Payment, Youth worker [Payment  |Holy Trinity Cuckfield PCC|Capital Grants General Current Acct -866.67 0.00 -866.67
742 10/11/2025|Sids C Battery Rocky Lane  [Payment  [Josh Shimali Boards, signs, shelters General Current Acct -4.58| -0.92 -5.50
743 10/11/2025|New England Wood Appeal [Payment  |New England Wood Trust |Capital Grants General Current Acct -500.00 0.00 -500.00
744 10/11/2025|October salaries Payment WSCC staff salaries and on costs |General Current Acct

745 10/11/20251st April - 30th Sept 25 Payment  |WSCC Payroll Admin General Current Acct -57.19| -11.44 -68.63
746 22/10/2025|7th July - 6th October 25 Payment Business Stream Staplefield Pavilion General Current Acct -45.50 0.00! -45.50
747 10/11/2025|Hire of Conference Room  [Payment  |Ansty Sports and Social CI{Room Bookings General Current Acct -30.00 0.00 -30.00
748 10/11/2025|October Expenses Payment  |Sarah Abellan Clerk's Expenses General Current Acct -9.77 0.00 -9.77
749 17/10/2025|Grant Application 2024 Payment  |The Beeches Residents AsqCapital Grants Community Grants |Current Acct -7,320.00 0.00[ -7,320.00
750 05/09/2025|September matches Receipt Crawley Superkings CC  |Cricket General Current Acct 120.00 0.00 120.00
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